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Topcoder Challenge Finds Two New Comets for NASA 

 
Topcoder members participating in the data science challenge conducted by NASA 

developed algorithms that detected two sungrazing comets  
 

New York, USA and Bangalore, India – April 11, 2022:  Topcoder, a Wipro company, today 
announced that the Comet Detection Marathon Match Challenge, conducted on behalf of NASA 
SOHO/ESA to develop artificial intelligence and machine learning (AI/ML) algorithms capable of 
detecting comets that reflect minimal light, resulted in the finding of two previously undetected 
comets. The winning algorithms will be utilized by NASA’s Solar and Heliospheric Observatory 
(SOHO) satellite to improve comet detection to find previously overlooked C2 comets and the 
discovery of non-group comets. 
 
Nearly 600 Topcoder members worldwide, including professionals and freelancers, participated 
in the competition by developing AI/ML algorithms to enhance the SOHO satellite’s imagery and 
data capabilities. Seven entries earned a share of the $29,000 in cash prizes NASA allocated to 
the competition, with the winner taking home $9,000. In addition to the prize money, the winning 
participants will earn discovery credit for the comets found using their developed algorithms. 
 
“Topcoder is the world’s top open talent platform for developers, designers, and data scientists,” 
said Doug Hanson, CEO, Topcoder. “We are proud to work with NASA to accelerate the 
development of new algorithms to make comet discovery easier. We believe that the power of 
competition and open innovation can solve any problem on earth or beyond, and we are excited 
to see the solutions developed by Topcoder members being used in the next frontier of 
exploration.”  
 
SOHO is a cooperative international mission between the European Space Agency (ESA) and 
NASA’s Goddard Space Flight Center (GSFC). SOHO’s Large Angle and Spectrometric 
Coronagraph, or LASCO, is an onboard instrument that provides most of the imagery, with two 
coronagraph telescopes designed to block direct blinding sunlight and observe the much fainter 
solar corona and solar outflows. As an unintended consequence of LASCO’s sensitivity, LASCO 
also detects large numbers of previously unknown sungrazing comets. Since it was launched in 
1995, the SOHO satellite has detected more than 4,000 new comets. NASA is optimistic that the 
data-enhancing algorithms developed through the Marathon Match Challenge could have utility 
beyond comet discovery and tracking for SOHO, and that they may be applicable to coronagraph 
imagery on other heliophysics observatories. 
 
The Topcoder Marathon Match Challenge is supported by the NASA Open Source Science 
Initiative and is part of a broader effort to showcase the cross-disciplinary use of NASA’s science 
data and encourage public engagement with science data-related problems. 
 
 

https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.topcoder.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cnisha.chandrasekaran%40wipro.com%7Caadd63721f0b4ccd3ae608d86ad8b866%7C258ac4e4146a411e9dc879a9e12fd6da%7C1%7C0%7C637376826326514934&sdata=Q0ti%2BqE6%2BKap6Yl1%2B1FuFgz9JnBKg0p%2FBcLGzLtnpRE%3D&reserved=0


 

 

 

 

 

 
About Topcoder 
Topcoder, a Wipro company, is a community where you can connect, learn, and earn. We are 
competitive in nature and nurturing at our core. We connect incredibly talented individuals across 
the globe with customers who have tough problems to solve. As an open talent platform, Topcoder 
offers competitive programming, coding competitions, freelance gigs, along with learning and up-
skilling opportunities. For 20 years, Topcoder has helped organizations — including Adobe, 
Comcast, Google, Harvard Medical School, Land O’Lakes, Microsoft, NASA Tournament Lab, 
SpaceNet, T-Mobile, U.S. Dept. of Energy, Zurich Insurance, and more. For more information, 
visit www.topcoder.com. 
 
About Wipro Limited 
Wipro Limited (NYSE: WIT, BSE: 507685, NSE: WIPRO) is a leading global information 
technology, consulting and business process services company. We harness the power of 
cognitive computing, hyper-automation, robotics, cloud, analytics and emerging technologies to 
help our clients adapt to the digital world and make them successful. A company recognized 
globally for its comprehensive portfolio of services, strong commitment to sustainability and good 
corporate citizenship, we have over 220,000 dedicated employees serving clients across six 
continents. Together, we discover ideas and connect the dots to build a better and a bold new 
future.  
 
Media Contact: 
Adam Morehead 
amorehead@topcoder.com  
 
Forward-Looking Statements 
The forward-looking statements contained herein represent Wipro’s beliefs regarding future events, many 
of which are by their nature, inherently uncertain and outside Wipro’s control. Such statements include, but 
are not limited to, statements regarding Wipro’s growth prospects, its future financial operating results, and 
its plans, expectations and intentions. Wipro cautions readers that the forward-looking statements 
contained herein are subject to risks and uncertainties that could cause actual results to differ materially 
from the results anticipated by such statements. Such risks and uncertainties include, but are not limited 
to, risks and uncertainties regarding fluctuations in our earnings, revenue and profits, our ability to generate 
and manage growth, complete proposed corporate actions, intense competition in IT services, our ability to 
maintain our cost advantage, wage increases in India, our ability to attract and retain highly skilled 
professionals, time and cost overruns on fixed-price, fixed-time frame contracts, client concentration, 
restrictions on immigration, our ability to manage our international operations, reduced demand for 
technology in our key focus areas, disruptions in telecommunication networks, our ability to successfully 
complete and integrate potential acquisitions, liability for damages on our service contracts, the success 
of  the companies in which we make strategic investments, withdrawal of fiscal governmental incentives, 
political instability, war, legal restrictions on raising capital or acquiring companies outside India, 
unauthorized use of our intellectual property and general economic conditions affecting our business and 
industry. The conditions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic could decrease technology spending, 
adversely affect demand for our products, affect the rate of customer spending and could adversely affect 
our customers’ ability or willingness to purchase our offerings, delay prospective customers’ purchasing 
decisions, adversely impact our ability to provide on-site consulting services and our inability to deliver our 
customers or delay the provisioning of our offerings, all of which could adversely affect our future sales, 
operating results and overall financial performance. Our operations may also be negatively affected by a 
range of external factors related to the COVID-19 pandemic that are not within our control. Additional risks 
that could affect our future operating results are more fully described in our filings with the United States 
Securities and Exchange Commission, including, but not limited to, Annual Reports on Form 20-F. These 
filings are available at www.sec.gov. We may, from time to time, make additional written and oral forward-
looking statements, including statements contained in the company’s filings with the Securities and 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.topcoder.com&esheet=51730204&newsitemid=20171214005682&lan=en-US&anchor=www.topcoder.com&index=4&md5=a68c17fdc97eb22f12cfcd86aa45b1dd
mailto:amorehead@topcoder.com
http://www.sec.gov/


 

 

 

 

 

Exchange Commission and our reports to shareholders. We do not undertake to update any forward-looking 
statement that may be made from time to time by us or on our behalf. 


